
AHERO: Harvesting for Access

• African Higher Education Research Online
• 1st OA disciplinary repository in Africa 

(active from January 2007)
• Method  and results
• Lessons learned
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Why?



“Gathering in”  (2 processes)

Part 1:  harvesting of research texts (manual process) 
+ metadata creation

Part 2 :  harvesting of metadata by others (automatic)

Harvesting for Global Access



Harvesting for Access: 1
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Gathering in and Recording the fruits of research
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Discovery of papers – literature search (HEENA)

Digitisation of texts (subject to permissions)

Personalised and general invitations 

Methods
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Uploading a file



Pending deposits
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Harvesting for Access: 2
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Abstract page

Obwona, Marios; Ssewanyana, Sarah N. (2007). Development impact of higher 
education in Africa: the case of Uganda. Research Series No. 48. Kampala, 
Uganda: Economic Policy Research Centre (EPRC)



Embargoed text



Eprint request



Results: Content
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Breakdown by Continent
Results: Global reach

AFRICA 31 countries

AMERICAS 20 countries

ASIA 35 countries
AUSTRALIA/

OCEANIA 
5 countries

EUROPE 33 countries



Results: African visibility

Represents visits from African countries to the AHERO archive



Results: traffic direction

Americas 61%
Africa 25%
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Asia 3%
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Limitations: Self-archiving

• Few spontaneous deposits

• Only 41 out of 175 authors have self-
archived (23%)

Limitations: Growth
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1 paper

2 or 3 papers

More than 3 papers



• South African bias
• Representation by 14 countries

Limitations: Coverage

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70

No. of papers in AHERO, 
by country



Building partnerships 
Uganda



Networking 



Next phase: 
Harvesting  for Resource Discovery
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AHERO harvests records from Institutional 
Repositories



What can you do?

• Implement repositories
• Build awareness
• Recognition of OA publication/self-

archiving
• Requirement for funding
• Participate in coordinated policy making

What can you do?



• Inclusive planning process
• Free rider syndrome
• Self-archiving is not publishing 
• Quality is paramount (disciplinary aspect)
• Email remains important for delivery
• Copyright advocacy necessary 

http://scholars.sciencecommons.org/

Lessons learned

http://scholars.sciencecommons.org/


AHERO software available
http://avoir.uwc.ac.za

An African network for capacity building in software 
engineering through Free Software



Thank you

http://ahero.uwc.ac.za

afullard@uwc.ac.za

Brochures
Posters

http://ahero.uwc.ac.za/
mailto:afullard@uwc.ac.za
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